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The significant sacrifice of HM the King to the SEA Games

hroughout his long reign. His Majesty

Adulyade| has proved to be a great king, adhering to
the Ten Roval Dhammas

With an in-depth concern for the well being of the Thay

King Bhumibol

people. His Majesty the King has devoted his lifetime
improving thew lives and livelihood. His determination
and devotion have been known to all Thais as well as o
people of other

His Majesty the King has a great interest in sport and
nas been a good competitor in several sports. He has been
actively promating sport in Thailand and the region, not
only the Asian Games and the Olympic Games, but also
the South East Asian (SEA) Games

As for the SEA Games, formerly known as the South East
Asian Peninsular Games, which were started 50 years ago,
Thalland received the great honor from the SEA Garmes
Federation of being chosen to host the regional biennial
sports event six times - the Inaugural SEAP Games in 1959

counines

“

the fourth

and the eighth editions in 1967 and 1975, the
I3th SEA Games in 1985, the 18th and the 24th episodes ir
1995 and 2007 respectively
His Magesty the King has graciously kept all six SEA Garnies
under his Royal Patronage. At the fast Games, he designated
HRH Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn to preside over the
Games on behall of His Majesty. He also gnited the Royal
Games Flarne and presented it to the organcing commitiee
1o be next used in the opening ceremony. The Flame reflects
prosperity, success and unity.
His Majesty the King also presided over the ooen ng and
closing ceramonies, giving a ssgnificant moraie boast to al




participating athietes, officials and the
orgamazing commuttee and making the
Games a great success.

At the fourth SEAP Games in 1967,
His Majesty the King represented
Thailand In the OK Dinghy Class
against lormidable sallors from the
region. He was in superh form and
won the gold medal, making Thais
from all walks of life rejoice over his
success. His Majesty the King has been
a real role model for all sportsmen
and women, playing by the rules and

regulations. He has been actwvely
promoting sports and encouraged
thase in sporting circles to do their
best, both on and off the field of play
With the significant contribution of
His Masesty to Tha: sports, the 24th
South East Asian Games Organizing
Committee staged the Games amd an
extraordinary natlonwide celebration
of His Majesty the King's 80th birthday
o0 December 5, 2007. This was also to
honor and commemuorate His Majesty
the King's incredible abiiity In sports
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Message
General Surayud Chulanont
Prime Minister, Chairman of the Executive Organizing Committee
the 24"™ SEA Games and the 4" ASEAN PARA Games 2007,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

It is indeed a great honour Hr Thaipeople to host the 24" SEA
Games and the 4" ASEAN PARA Games 2007 in Nakhon Ratchasima
Provinte during 9-16 December 2007 and 21-26 January 2008
respectively. The spectacular sporting campetitions coincide with the
nationwide celebration of the 80" Birthday Anniversaty of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej. The Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand has staged the magnificent sporting events as tribute to His
Majesty the King on this auspicious occasion.

City of Nakhon Ratchasima, conscious of the honour as the Host City,
is working all her preparations to meet every expectation in preparing
herself in the best kght of all competitors.

On behalf of the Thai Royal Government, I wish to avail myself
of this opportunity to thank all Member Nations for their co-operation
and support given towards the development and endeavours of sports in
the South East Asian Games and ASEAN PARA Games 2007.

DAL

Surayud Chulanont
Prime Mimster of Thatland.

General
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Message
Dr. Suvit Yodmani
Minister of Tourism and Sports
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 24" SEA Games
And the 4" ASEAN PARA Games 2007,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

It has been Thailand’s honour and privilege to have been selected as host to the
24" SEA Games and the 4" ASEAN PARA Games on the very special occasion of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 80" Birthday Anniversary on 5 December,
2007. The Games, 9-16 December 2007 and 21-26 January , 2008, with the full and
keen participation and competition by all member nations as well as Timor - Leste
athletes and relevant officials, and with the enthusiasm shown throughout by
spectators from South East Asia and outside proved to be great successes from all
perspectives.

As Chairman of the 24" SEA Games and the 4" ASEAN PARA Games of the
Organizing Committee, | would like to convey to the Athletes, Officials and
Distinguished Guests from ASEAN and from outside the region my sincere
congratulations and profound appreciation 1o the governments of all Federation and
ASEAN PARA Games for the most competitive but also friendly and memorable

games ever organized in Nakhon Ratchasima Province, Thailand.

yr

Dr, Suvit Yodmam

Mimstier of Tounsm and Sports
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Message
from
General Yuthasak Sasiprapha
President of Natioral Olympic Committee of Thailand

As the Host Country of the 24™ SEA Games and the 4™ ASEAN PARA
Games 2007 held in the Province of Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand, the National
Olympic Committee of Thailand has done our best in taking necessary action and
execution needed for the Games.

It has given us great pleasure to wcicome all athletes and officials
participated in the 24™ SEA Games and the 4" ASEAN PARA Games 2007 to
promote friendship and strengthen unity among all participants. For sport lovers
and athletes in this region, they have had a joyfulchance te join in the auspicious
celebration of His Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary .

On behalf of the National Olympic Committee of Thailand, I would like to
congratulate the Organizing Committee of the 24" SEA Games and the 4"
ASEAN PARA Games 2007 on a success of the Games.

General BM ‘A"&rhrla.—-

(Yuthasak Sasiprapha)
President
National Olympic Committee of Thailand
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he teenmial sporting event of the
Southeast Asla region, now called
the SEA Games, has evolved from an
idea by Luang Sukhum Naya Pradit,
Vice President of the National (lympic
Committee of Thalland (TNOC), in late
1957
Luang Sukhum Naya Pradit realised
that Thailand and its neighboring
countries atways had good relationships
through sports and as the people of
the Southeast Asian region had similar
ways of life, teatures and shared the
same climate and altitude, he initiated
the 10ea that they should have thesr
own sports festival similar 1o the Asian
Games or the Olymipic Games, in order
to lift their sporting standards and
develop capable regional sportsman
a5 well as bolstering their camaraderie
and relationships
In 1958 Luang Suhkum Naya
Pradit’s idea gamned support
Cambodia and Vietnam, and he put
it into the TNOC meeting on February
22 ol the same year. After @ sernies
of considerations, the TNOC agreed
with his idea and decided to stage the

from

naugural meet in December, 1958
Luang Sukhum Naya Pradit, Kong

Visutharom and Sawat Lekhayanont
assigned to drall a master plan
and details for organising the meet.
he plan was

£ ,'.[-‘Vll,!'

were

Iater approved by the

Luang Sukhum
Visutharom

Naya Pradit. Kong
and Sawal Lehkanayanont
appointed to bring forward
in a meeting of the countnes

ware also
the |0ea
of the Southeast Asian region during
the third Asian Games in Tokyo, Japan
in May, 1958, The countries attending

LF CENTURY

MES

the meeling were Burma t\Av anmar),

Malaya (Malaysia), Laos, Cambadia
Vietnam and Thailand T'm

agreed with the dea and

H.-~-tl"|y

agre od 1o

name the meet the South ::-:».I Asia
Peninsular Games, or SEAP Games
As the country that initiatad the mowe

host the
Lames. Under the
Southeast Asia
aames, the Games were to

Thailand was hor

wred o
In !!,‘y;'.’.ﬂ SEAP

nstitution of the
| o T - -
reninsutar
De held every two years belween the
Games and the As:an Games
d was honored to host the

SEAP Games in Bangkok

) ympic
Thailan
naugura!

December 12-17, 1959 The

ontmued avery two years with

from
Games o
all member countries :-ut)aequ:ntly
H n alphabatical

taning turn 1o be hosts,

order
There were some changes in the
ames and numbers of the member
countries On August 31, 1963
Maiaya combined Sabah, Sarawak
and Singapore and changed its name
to Malaysia. On August 9, 1965

Singapore separated from Mataysia
At the Bth SEAP Games in Bangkok
from December 9-16. 1975, the SEAP
Games Federation agreed to accepted
and the Philippines as

nber cou
was stamped during a

Indonesia
niries. The agreement
SEAP Games
Lumpur
meeting
'l' "17’5
Games to the Southeast Asian Games.

Federation g in Kuals
1977. The

350 decided I ) change the title

meet)

on February 5

or SEA Games, which was used for
the first time in the 9th
Malaysia. in 1977

N Kuala
Brune

meet

Lumputr

T ———————
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Darussalam became a member country on November 10,
1977 and Timor Leste was the last to be accepted as a
member country m 2003

The SEAP Games Federation's tag is blue, which
represents the surrounding color of the sea, or the color
of the sky, over the region of South East Asia. The emblemn
of the federation was the six rings, which represent the Six
founder countries - Burma (Myanmar), Malaya (Malays:a),
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand, The number of
tings increased to 10 after Brunei joined. But since then the
federation has firmly said there will be no change on the
sumber of rings on the fiag no matter how many countries
jon

Nowadays, the SEA Games Federation consists of 11
member countries: Brunel Darussalam, Kingdom of
Cambodia, Republic of Indonesia, Lao Peoples’ Damocratic
Republic, Malayssa, Union of Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore. Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, Socialest
Republic of Vietnam and Thailand

The Games have been heid for the past 50 years and
Thalland was honored to host the Games six times. They
wera!

1st SEAP Games in Bangkok - December 12-17, 1959

4th SEAP Games in Bangkok - December 5-16, 1967

8th SEAP Games in Bangkok - December 9-16, 1975

13th SEA Games in Bangkok - December 8-17, 1985

18th SEA Games in Chiang Mai - December 9-17, 1995

24th SEA Games in Nakhon Ratchasima -~ December 6-
15, 2007

The 4th SEAP Games was regarded as an historic event
for Thailand as His Majesty King Bhumibho! Adulyade;
represented the kingdom as a sailor in the OK dinghy
yachting event. He contested against sailors from other
gountries and eventually won the gold medal, something
that made the Thai people very proud.

Thatland's beloved King turmed 80 in the year 2007 In

alphabetical order, it was the turn of Singapore to host the
the 24th SEA Games, which fell in 2007, But Singapore had
problems with some venues, so the SEA Games Federation
asked Thailand to come to the rescue during a meeting on
March 14, 2007, Thailand, in order ta celebrate His Majesty
the King's 80th birthday, proudly took on the job and let
Nakhon Ratchasima be the host city.
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Because he was very good at
sports and was aiso generous and
fniendly, the students voted him o
be the Vice President of the Athletics
Association, the Business Manager of
the Drama Association, President of
the Delta Beta Society and Assistant
of Stray Shot
Finally he was elected as the leader
of the students

Then he went 1o further Ius studies

Business Manager

3t Boston University where he also
became astar inthe Amencan footbail
team, He was an outstanding player
n the university's foolball team and
was admired for his prowess on the
field. After he graduated, he returned
home to Thailand and worked as a
government officer and held a job
related to sports. He was also the vice-
president of the Olympic Committee
of Thailand and wvice-president of the
Asian Games committes in 1966
the first time the Asian Games were
held in Thailand. At the same time
he became the first director of the
Sports Promotion Organization of
Thailand
public administration were excellent
=0 he was chosen to be one of the
International Olympic Commitiee
{10C) candidates.

These are three outstanding things
he actueved in his lifetime

His skills on international

1. He
International Games for Southeas!

was the founder of the
Asia. Thailand was the host of the
first Southeast! Asia
(SEAP) Games in Bangkok from 12-17
December, 1959

2. He was the first person to support
Thailand as the host of the 5th
Asian Games in Bangkok from 9-16
December, 1966.

3. He was the first one to push
for the establishment of the Sports
Promotion Organization of Thailand

His efforts bore fruit on 12 September

Peninsular

1964 and he became the first director
of the organization.

In his life time, he was honored
with many Royal Decorations such
as Kmght Grand Cross (First Class)
of the Most Exalted Order of the
White Elephant, Knight Grand Cordon
(Special Class) of the Most Noble
Order of the Crown of Thailand and
Knight Commander (Second Class
lower grade) of the Most lllustrious
Order of Chula Chom Klao. He also
received the First Class North Star
medal from Sweden

e —
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he Public Relations Committee

of the 24th SEA Games
organized a contest to design the
emblem, mascot, pictogram and
theme of the Games as all of these
were considered very important for
the event,

Mr  Prasit Nunsung from
Nonthaburi was the winner of the
emblem design. He designed an
emblem in the shape of three
sailing boats and the ancient Pimai
castle in Nakhon Ratchasima. The
sallboats were a sign of respect
for His Majesty the King, who won
the sailing competition at the 4th
SEAP Games in 1967 and it was the
40th anniversary of the glorious
achieverment in 2007

It was also the year Thailand
celebrated the King's 80th birthday
on 5th December 2007,

The design of the three
sailling boats represented the

development, the blending of
cultures and the technology of the
country

The largest boat was yellow,
the color of the king's birthday, a
Monday. In Thailand each day is
represented by a different color

At the centre of the sail there
was the symbol of the SEA Games
Federation. Yellow, red, and blue
were the primary colors, which
mean the games of South East
Asia lead to unity and friendship.

Also, the curve of the sall
represented the shape of Pimai
castle, a histonic archaeolog:cal site
In Nakhon Ratchasima province
and the prnide of the northeast.
Pimai castle also represented the
civilization of the northeast one
thousand years ago

The winner of the emblem design
received Baht 50.000 and an
honorary shield as the prizes
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